Dalhousie Community Kindergarten Newsletter

Dates to Remember:

February 1stand 8th

Skating Lessons

February 3rd

NO CLASS

Junior Kindergarten interviews
February 10t

Bottle Dirve

February 13th

LAC Meeting 7:00pm
February 15t

Skating Party

February 16th, 17th and 20th
NO CLASSS

February 28t

Junior Kindergarten Registration
Birthdays

February 14" - Dhriti

February 2t Julianna

February 2#- Raymond

February 2011

Junior Kindergarten interviews - evening of
February 2 and day of February 3 (no school
for students that day); Clair will be making
arrangements for times

Skating Party on February 15" is on the
outdoor rink behind the community centre; we
hope to be joined by volunteers from HD
Cartwright to help tie skates and join us on the
ice. Children should come that day with full
skating gear (skates, helmets, snowpants, etc).

February 28th - Junior Kindergarten
registration. For children that will be four years
old by Sept, 2012. JK will be an afternoon class
everyday from 1:10 - 3:40. Please spread the
word about our fabulous program as our
current families are our best advertising!

Class Information
Class Times:
AM Class: 9:00am — 11:50am
PM Class: 1:10pm —4:00pm

_ Parents can also check dates using the Kindergarten website. Visit
February 2&- Katherine The website at http://www.dcakids.com/ , select calendar, and
click On the Google calendar at the bottom of the page



http://www.dcakids.com/

Want more Ways to Help?!

e Volunteer Drivers will be needed for our upcoming swimming lessons in March.
e Don’t forget to sign up for volunteering at Our upcoming Casino!
e The Dalhousie community Center is looking for a Treasurer on the Board of Directors.

Field Trips/Events

e Skating Lessons continue on February 1* and the last day is the 8™

e Swimming lessons will be in March 2012. The Dates are March 1%, 6™, 8", 13", 15" and 20".
We will need volunteer drivers for these days, more information to come.

e Skating Part y on February 15"

Fundraising

e Our major fundraiser is coming up April 20 and 21 at the Elbow River Casino. We need
approximately 40 volunteer casino workers over the two days to make this important
fundraiser a success! We hope that each family will be able to supply a minimum of one
volunteer (friends, family all welcomed as long as they are over 18). Full training and
excellent meals will be provided on the day. By committing to working a shift, your time
has huge financial impact on the Kindergarten, earning about $1600 - $1700 per
volunteer!! Past casino funds have been used for things like: built in cabinets, Aide for
morning class, technology enhancements, special in-class guests, etc - things that have a
direct and positive impact on our program. Jennifer Sick, our Kindergarten Society
Casino Coordinator will be attending the next LAC meeting on February 13th to talk
more about the casino and start signing volunteers up.

e Our Bottle Drives are going very well! Our next bottle drive is on February 10™!



TEACHER®S GE:RaE®2
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January was a great beginning to a new year. We now have a new friend in the afternoon class.
During the ‘Winter’ theme, the children had lots of fun; sledding and skating and playing in the
snow. Through stories, science activities, and outdoor play they have explored ice, freezing,
melting, and sliding. Our skating lessons have begun, and the children are learning quickly.
Style and confidence have both improved already. A huge THANK YOU goes to all the Moms
and Dads who are driving, lacing, organizing and encouraging for lessons, and to Giovanni and
Heather who are able to help on the ice. After the lessons, it might be fun for families to
arrange a time for a day of fun skating at Bowness Park, on an evening or weekend. Anyone
willing to pick a time is welcome to put a poster on the bulletin board, or send a note home.

The theme for February will be FRIENDS AND FANTASY. Talking about Friendship helps the
children to think more objectively about their own social relations and skills, and hopefully to
extend their friendships within the class. We will talk about feelings, and how our actions affect
the feelings of others. We'll discuss bullying, and how to help if we see it happening. With the
Fantasy aspect of this theme, which includes all those magical things like fairies, dragons,
castles, knights, Queens and Princes, we will have lots of fun exercising our imaginations. After
Fantasy, we begin our unit on Dinosaurs, always a real favorite and highly motivating for
Kindergarten kids.

Throughout February, we will continue to develop skills of sequencing (placing items or events
in order), patterning (repetition of a sequence), and making sets (counting a group of objects
and matching it to a number). We will continue to practice letter formation and letter sounds,
do lots of phonemic awareness activities, and work on number recognition and formation. The
kids have been telling me their addresses, and a little review at home would be helpful.

As a part of our Friends theme, there will be an exchange of Valentines on Tuesday February
14. This event is purposely low key — we will likely have a skating party on Wednesday the 15,
For this special event we are inviting some volunteer students from HD Cartwright to come and
help us lace up and have some fun on the ice outside. Parents are welcome to join us too.
Don’t forget to send skates to school on that day. Any parents who would like to provide
special snacks please talk to me, or leave a note on top of the mailboxes. We do love to eat!
Please note that for all shared snacks, we do not allow nuts or peanuts.



The curriculum information given in the "Teacher's Corner" is necessarily somewhat general.
For example, though | can say we are studying the letters and sounds, | do not tell you
specifically which letters. If you would like more specific information, please have a look at the
teacher's long-range plans, which are posted in the classroom. Read the reminder note on the
door at pick-up and drop-off times, or ask the person doing the driving to make notes. Resist
taking too much responsibility for knowing the letter, since ideally children should remember it
themselves.

Thanks parents, to all who have helped in any way. | remind you that parents and friends are
always welcomed by teacher and children alike. If you have any ideas for special projects,
crafts, or story sharing you would like to become involved in, speak to us. Such participation
enriches our program. Keep an eye on the themes, and see what you have in your bag of tricks
that might fit in!] Demonstrators and those sharing their expertise with the kids are exempt
from the PRC requirements as they do not work alone with the children. Don’t forget to bring
your camera on your helper day, and send Bonnie or Arlene a few shots of the kids for the
yearbook. If you give me a few selected printed photos, they will be admired by all during book
sharing time, and then they will be distributed and placed in the children’s scrapbooks to take
home at year-end.

- Clair
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